
5 Ways to Be a Great Couchsurfer 

Appreciation, thoughtfulness and willingness to pitch in go a long way. 
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 Throughout my travels, it was Couchsurfing upon which I relied to find a free place to stay and 

to meet new folks. I stayed on floors, couches and guestrooms across the U.S.  

 While couchsurfing is the best-known source connecting surfers with hosts, it’s by no means the 

only one (there are other websites including Warm Showers and BeWelcome). Regardless of what site 

or app you use, here’s what the experience taught me about how to be a great guest. 

 

1. Check-in before setting out 

Couchsurfing isn’t like reserving a hotel. There isn’t  concierge on duty and check-in isn’t 

available 24 hours day. You’re staying with a regular person, and if you don’t touch base close 

to the visit, they might not remember that you’re coming at all. 

 

Beyond being a courtesy to your host, this also ensures you have someplace to spend the night. 

 

2. Give something only you can give  

Sure, couchsurfing offers you a free place to stay, but it isn’t really free—at least not in the way 

you might think. Some surfers offer their hosts a gift, whether it’s store-bought, a snack or a 

piece of artwork. 

 

What I like to offer is my time. No matter how tired I am, if my host is dyign to show me the 

town or wants to talk until midnight (people love to tell their stories) I pretty much go with it. 

Figure out what you have to offer and give it. 



 

3. Mind your manners 

If your host makes you a meal, brings you somewhere cool, or just offers you a great place to 

sleep, make sure they know you’re grateful. You can say thank you, but take it a step further by 

offering to help out around the house in some small way. 

 

4. Don't be a snob 

If you were expecting a cushy bed in your own room and instead find a lumpy couch for your 

use, put it in perspective: this person is letting you, a total stranger, stay with them for free. 

 

It didn’t happen often, but there were a couple times when I slept on a couch in a shared room. 

Luckily the Couchsurfing website allows you to see whether hosts are offering a couch, a bed, a 

shared room, or yard space for throwing up a tent. They also let you know whether there are 

pets, how many people they’re willing to take in, and more. As long as you’re tactful and 

organized, you should end up exactly where you expect to—but be prepared for the unexpected, 

just in case. 

 

5. Always clean up after yourself 

Make sure to wash your dishes and fold any sheets or blankets that were lent for your use. As a 

host, I can say firsthand how glad I am to find my air mattress already folded up so that all I 

have to do is wash the sheets for my next guest. 

 


